
Sixteen years after the 100th anniversary,

Bedspreads and Better Times

Steady work changed social life on the  
shopfloor too.

More money and new homes all pointed 
in one direction: to the downtown 
stores. 

                  “Oh, it was awesome...[Lisbon Street] had all the stores.   

                            The whole street had stores that were open 
                                                    and I mean people were always there.... 
           Monday night...the boys would go cruising for girls. 
                                              We would walk around. 
                                     And Saturdays, we would go shopping all day. 
                                                             Pauline Labbe

Moving vans were one of the signs of 
better times.
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                       “I bowled, I did the bowling, 
and I was a Bates News reporter also.... 
                 [I reported] about the people in the mill. 

                                                When they went on vacations, 
         or whatever they did, you know, they’d tell us. 
                        And then we had nice get togethers, too, you know, 
           and we’d call the reporters.”
                                                                           Blanche Legendre

“[The mill] was a good place to work. You got a good 
wage, not the best in the world, but you got a good 
wage.  You made an honest wage, you were treated  
with respect for the most part. Sometimes you had to 
fight for the respect. But you knew what...what was  
expected of you when you went in to work and you  
did what was expected of you and then you went home 
and you got your paycheck every week. And, you know, 
a lot of people depended on that.”  Danny Fitzsimmons


